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The Third Element of Photography

Presented by Heather Rabinowitz



The Three Elements:
ÅCamera Equipment

ÅKnowledge of HOW TO USE the Equipment

ÅArtistic Component ςLooking, Seeing, Planning



A Well-Composed Picture

What is my objective in taking the picture?

What do I see that would be components of a good design?
How should I organize these components to effect an aesthetic whole?
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BRAIN FUNCTION
VISUAL 

PERCEPTION
ARTISTIC/INTUITION

VERBAL 
ANALYTICAL

TECHNICAL/UNDERSTANDING



How We See, Comprehend and Use Visual Input

Visual Ambiguity
The form-forming tendency of the 

brain makes us see shapes instead 

of lines in thisillustration.

Our two òbrainsó struggle to see this 

either as a vase or as two faces, 

shifting back and forth in our vision.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Gestalt_ley_de_cierre.png
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Multistability.svg


Instructions for Vase/Faces Exercise

1. Using the hand-out, select the 
drawing according to your dominant 
hand.

2. Redraw the profile already 
printed, going over the lines, 
ƴŀƳƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ƎƻΥ άŦƻǊŜƘŜŀŘΧ 
ƴƻǎŜΧ ǳǇǇŜǊ ƭƛǇΧ ƭƻǿŜǊ ƭƛǇΧ ŎƘƛƴΧ 
neck.

3. Then start to draw the missing 
profile that will complete the 
symmetrical vase.



PRINCIPLES OF ART
The basic premises that govern aesthetics

BALANCE

CONTRAST

RHYTHM
PROPORTION

VARIETY

UNITY



Principles of Art BALANCE



Types of Balance

Symmetrical Balance Asymmetrical Balance Radial Balance

Color BalanceTexture BalanceShape Balance

BALANCEPrinciples of Art
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Principles of Art CONTRAST
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Principles of Art RHYTHM
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UNITYPrinciples of Art
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Principles of Art VARIETY
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Using:

BALANCE
CONTRAST

RHYTHM
UNITY

and demonstrates VARIETY

Principles of Art
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Principles of Art PROPORTION
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