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TRADITIONAL STILL LIFE 

The phrase ñStill Lifeò comes from the French  

ñnature morteò (dead nature) 

and the Dutch ñstill-levenò (motionless natural object)

 where this genre of painting originated. 
 

The artist had the leeway of arranging the design elements  



TRADITIONAL STILL LIFE 

Inanimate objects were easier to photograph in the 

early days of photography.  Usual objects were those 

found in domestic settings.  
 

The artist had the leeway of arranging the design elements  



MODERN STILL LIFE 

Still based on arranged inanimate objects, but 

emphasis on portraying a theme.  Additional liberties 

are taken as the genre evolves. 
 

The artist has the leeway of arranging the design elements 

for maximum compositional excellence.  



STILL LIFE IN ADVERTISING 

Photographs of products used in publications require 

artistic renditions of inanimate objects to create  

ñthe desire to purchaseò them. 
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The artist arranges the design elements for maximum 

compositional excellence.  



STILL LIFE IN ADVERTISING 

The definition has morphed to include 3-D mixed 

media, computer graphics and even video & sound. 

 
 

The artist STILL arranges the design elements  

for maximum compositional excellence.  



Lighting is the Most Important Element in Still Life 

1) Use a simple backdrop 4) Mind the angles 

2) Make it contrasty  5) Light for Shape (3-D) 

3) Light Directionally 6) Consider Depth of Field

  
 

Wrinkles and ridges can be distracting to the main 
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Vary the light. The main light should be strongest and the 

second light simply provide fill.  
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Lighting is the Most Important Element in Still Life 

1) Use a simple backdrop 4) Mind the angles 

2) Make it contrasty  5) Light for Shape (3-D) 

3) Light Directionally 6) Consider Depth of Field

  
 

Sidelight is effective for bringing out texture, and creating 

variation, giving dimension and depth to the imagery.  



Lighting is the Most Important Element in Still Life 

1) Use a simple backdrop 4) Mind the angles 

2) Make it contrasty  5) Light for Shape (3-D) 

3) Light Directionally 6) Consider Depth of Field

  
 

Give a new perspective to something that is ordinary.  
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Sidelights emphasize shape. Highlights along edge add 3 rd  

dimension make viewer want to reach out to touch subject.  
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Lighting is the Most Important Element in Still Life 

1) Use a simple backdrop 4) Mind the angles 

2) Make it contrasty  5) Light for Shape (3-D) 

3) Light Directionally      6) Consider Depth of Field

  
 

A shallow depth of field creates blurriness for dramatic effect.  



A Still Life Sampling 
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A Still Life Sampling? 
  

 



A Still Life Sampling 
  

 



A Still Life Sampling 
  

 



A Still Life Sampling 
but objects are hard to discern. 
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A Still Life Sampling 
  

 



A Still Life Sampling 
  

 



A Still Life Sampling 
  

 



A Still Life Sampling 
  

 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
If the artist sets it up, and nothing is 

moving, is it a still life? 
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 

 The items are inanimate but were not 

arranged by the artist.  
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
The title is ñBottlesò  

 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 

The baby chick is not inanimate.  
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 

Itôs arranged by the artist.  
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs made up of inanimate objects,  

arranged by the artist.  
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs made up of inanimate objects but  the 

composition is unattractive. 
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs made up of arranged inanimate objects. 

 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs arranged inanimate objects but it seems 

more like a design by repetition. 
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs made up of mostly arranged inanimate 

objects, but thereôs a person in it. 
 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Sure, itôs a MODERN Still Life 
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Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs inanimate objects arrange by the artist. 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Itôs not ñstill.ò The water is animated. 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 
Can a single item be an arrangement? 



Does This Qualify As Still Life? 

There are not many objects. 



Is this Crossing The Line?  
Inanimate object arranged in 

an outdoor setting with a blurred background. 
  

 



Is this Crossing The Line?  
Inanimate objects, but not arranged 

by the artist. 
  

 



Is this Crossing The Line?  
Inanimate objects not arranged,  

but FOUND set up like this. 



Is this Crossing The Line? 

Using the shadow as one of the objects.  
 




